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1. Summary 

This report presents the result of dead seabirds’ necropsies made during the first winter of the project 
(2022-2023). 

263 of those carcasses were analysed for plastic content by the different beneficiaries of the project 
(29 in France, 106 in Spain and 128 in Portugal). More specifically, necropsies were performed on a 
total of 16 Atlantic puffin (9 in France and 7 in Spain), 6 Common guillemots (6 in France, 0 in Portugal 
and 1 in Spain), 13 Black-legged kittiwakes (13 in France, 0 in Portugal and 0 in Spain), 9 northern 
gannet in Spain, 85 razorbills (1 in France and 84 in Spain), 3 great cormorants in Spain, and 103 
European shags and 25 Cory’s shearwaters in Portugal (see Table “summary of the results” for details 
on birds necropsied in France).  

For each bird, different tissues were collected in addition to the digestive track: feathers, brain, muscle, 
kidneys, liver and blood. These tissues were stored frozen in the tissue bank set-up as part of the 
project (Action B5), to be shared with the scientific community (once the associated database will be 
operational). 

Digestive tracks were extracted following the protocol “Protocol plastic extraction”, and plastic 
particles were isolated, measured, counted and weighted. Below is a summary of the first results 
obtained. The characterisation of each plastic particles is currently being performed (polymers 
determined by infrared spectroscopy). 

 

2. Report 

Context – p2 

Prevalence of plastics in birds collected alonf the French coast – p 3 

Prevalence of plastics in birds collected alonf the Spanish coast – p 8 

Prevalence of plastics in birds collected alonf the Portugues coast – p 8 

 




















